Staff member to audition for American Inventor show
	

	Merrie East, left, holds up the Nose Pax that she will feature on American Inventor. Her twin sister, Sherrie Wynkoop, is a nurse at Gammon and uses the product with students. Photo by Susan Arensman


Merrie East, administrative assistant in Payroll, is hoping to become the next American Inventor. She will audition for the TV show, American Inventor, during spring break with the hopes that her product idea will be selected in the nation-wide competition. 
"I'm lucky to have this opportunity," East said. "I have been sitting on this idea for 15 years and now I'll be able to see if I can get it out to people."
East invented Nose Pax, which is designed to stop nose bleeds. The product is made of an absorbent material that fits inside the nose. The bottom has a plastic sleeve to keep fingers from touching the blood. She also created Nose-Aid, which is the same design, but pre-medicated to treat dry nostrils.  
The idea came after dealing with her son's chronic nose bleeds. East said she used too many tissues and it was messy. She started wrapping tissues with tape and placing it in her son's nose, and that's where she came up with the idea for Nose Pax.
East's, sister, Sherrie Wynkoop, is a nurse at Gammon Elementary and uses the product with students there.
"They really work," Wynkoop said. "They are easy to use. Many teachers at Gammon have them in their classrooms for emergencies."
American Inventor, shown on ABC, is a competition that allows contestants to show their product idea to a panel of judges. The grand prize is one million dollars and the opportunity to market their product worldwide. The show is from the producers of the show American Idol and also allows viewers to call in to vote on which invention should win. 

